
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: September 25, 2011 
Title: The Sufficiency of Christ Restated - Why you and I need nothing more than what 

we already have in Christ 
Text:  Colossians 2:8-15 
Theme: Our position in Christ before the Father_ 
 
Introduction:  
The Book of Colossians is all about Jesus Christ.  In our present paragraph of study, there is an 
enormous emphasis on “Him.”  In fact, the phrase, “In Him” occurs seven times in Colossians 
and all but two are found in this paragraph (1:17, 19, 2:6, 7, 9, 10, 11). 
 
From verse 8 it is apparent there is a threat against the believing assembly.  This paragraph 
forms the introduction of heterodoxy, “another gospel.”  There is something present that can 
take them captive.  It is a philosophy of empty deceit built on the foundation of human 
tradition.  It is contrary to all Paul says concerning Christ.  The fault line is evident.  Those 
things Paul highlights are the areas under assault. 
 
The Storyline: 
Colossians trumpets the triumph of God’s Story.  God won and His win is to reach all corners 
of creation.  Its fullest implementation still waits.  There is continued assault against it.  This is 
what Paul stands against in his stand for the sufficiency and supremacy of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know Jesus Christ is enough in this life and in 

the life to come. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to rest in His finished work and to cease 

from ours. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of simply Jesus. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Warning (v. 8) 
 
Paul begins with “Beware” (Pres. Act. Imper.).    “The form of the sentence is a measure of the 
imminence of the peril.  The danger is real.”1   
 
“’Look out!’ ‘Beware!’ The word is normally followed by ma plus the subjunctive, but the 
indicative estai in this case shows that the danger is real.”2   
 
The Greek word sulagogeo means, “To carry off as booty or as a captive, the spoils of war.”  It 
is used figuratively of carrying someone away from the truth into the slavery of error.”  We 
are to guard ourselves against the tradition of men instead of the truth of God. 
 
“The word meant ‘to kidnap’ and here depicts carrying someone away from the truth into the 
slavery of error.”3   
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We would be deceived if we thought this threat was not present in our fellowship and 
community.  It is not as simple as saying legalism is the threat.  The threat against the truth is 
whether or not we need to be or do more than simply accept the person and work of Jesus 
Christ in order to be right and stay right with God.  The issue for me is on what basis does the 
Father love me?  On what basis does He accept me?  On what basis does He forgive me?  On 
what basis does He bless me?  On what basis does He pour out all of His benefits?  If my 
answer is anything other than Jesus, then I undermine the gospel of grace. 
 
Let me be more pointed.  If I am a business owner and my business prospers, let me not think 
it is a result of my obedience before the Father.  The flip side is also true.  If I am a business 
owner and my business fails, let me not think it is a result of my disobedience before the 
Father.  This scenario is true in every area of my life whether it is marriage, parenting, school, 
work, etc.  I can succeed in these things because I do what is right and I can fail in these things 
because I do what is wrong.  The flip side is also true.  Sometimes I succeed even when I’m 
wrong and sometimes I fail even though I’m right.  None of these things has any bearing on 
my standing before the Father and the outpouring of His blessing upon me.  I am fully blessed 
in Jesus Christ.  
 
Our problem is in our emotion.  We fail to live from truth and instead we live our relationship 
with God from emotion.  You and I are emotional wrecks.  We are a fickle people; yet when we 
are grounded in the truth of God, then our emotion impacts us little as it relates to our 
thinking.   
 
I’m sure the false teachers in Colossae appealed to Christians who wanted to have a deeper 
walk with God.  They wanted to live the victorious Christian life.  They wanted to feel 
cleansed and guiltless.  The Christians in Colossae wanted to live lives of significance.  They 
wanted something more than what they already had.  Thus the appeal and the appeals were 
designed to make them feel better about their walk with God and their standing before the 
Father.  Something was going on physiologically, psychologically, circumstantially and it was 
changing the way they felt about their walk with God and the peddlers came selling their 
wares and the susceptible bought it.  We do the exact same thing today.  We run from this 
conference to the next, from this church to the next, from this book to the next hoping that 
somehow our walk with God is deepened and we feel better about who we are and what we 
do.  Friend, run to Jesus.  Stop the insanity. 
 
Paul warns his audience with “beware”.  The danger is very real.  We must be on the alert.  We 
cannot afford to sit on our laurels.  We must not rest lest we find ourselves being carried off as 
a conquered foe to man’s traditions. 
 
All three phrases use the Greek word kata.  I would understand this to be either an accusative 
of standard (“in accordance with, corresponding to”) or an accusative of reference / respect 
(“with respect to, with reference to”).  Either way there is a strong dichotomy between that 
which is Christ and the opposite. 
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• Plausible arguments (2:4 [reasonable thought in opposition to God]) 

• Philosophy (2:8 [thinking absent of God]) 

• Empty deceit (2:8 [the enticements leading away from God]) 

• Human traditions (2:8 [the way of thinking, the system in place of God]) 

• Elemental spirits of the world (2:8 [the way the fallen world thinks/lives that is in 
opposition to God thinks]) 

 
Side bar: Worldliness is not in one’s conduct, but in one’s thinking with the consequences 
shown in their conduct.  Paul provides two dominate reasons as to why we are to avoid all the 
empty chatter and the selling of spiritual snake oil. 
 

II. The Reason (vv. 9-15) 
 

A. Because of who He is  - God (vv. 9, 10a) 
 
The oti of verse nine is causal.  Thus, beware of these other things, why?  Because in Christ and 
not in the things of this world dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 
 
Everything we need we have in Christ.  “Christ is the fountain-head of all spiritual life, 
whereas they teach you to seek it in communion with inferior creatures.”  The word “to dwell” 
is a compound verb.  “The compound verb was used of the permanent residents of a town as 
compared with the transient community.”4   
 
In the incarnation, Jesus Christ took upon Himself human nature.  In Him “all the fullness” of 
God existed.  “All the fullness” can be understood as “the totality of the divine powers and 
attributes.”  Jesus is everything God is in essence and nature. 
 
Paul stresses this same thought in 1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God” and in 1:19 “all 
His fullness dwells in Him.”  What is Paul’s point?  Jesus Christ is God. 
 

1. With the result that you are completed in Him (v. 10a) 
 
Our location “in Him” causes the author to speak of our union “with Him” (2:12, 13) thus 
permitting us to “triumph over them through Him” (2:15).  Consider Paul’s retort to those who 
would diminish the person and work of Jesus Christ in behalf of His people. 
 

• In Jesus Christ the full essence of the Godhead dwells (2:9).  Because of who He is in us 
and for us, we are complete (2:10).  There is nothing more needed than what we already 
have in Christ.   

 
“It is a participle in the perfect tense.  Literally it is, ‘and you are in Him, having been filled 
full, with the present result that you are in a state of fullness.’”5     
 
The “perfect is used in a periphrastic construction accentuating the abiding results of believers’ 
completeness through union with the exalted Lord.  In Him they find their needs fully met.”6   
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The word “complete (plarow)” as used in 2:10 is found in 1:9, 25, 4:12, and 17.  Coming from 
the same root is the word “fullness (plaroma)” as found in 1:19 and 2:9.  It is this same 
“fullness” dwelling in Jesus that now makes complete our lack.   
 
“What Paul means is that in Christ they find the satisfaction of every spiritual want.  It 
therefore follows of itself that they do not need the angelic powers.  That Christ is the Head of 
every principality and power is a further reason why they should not seek to them.  All they 
need they have in Christ.”7   
 
His fullness fills me up.  What does it mean to be complete in Christ?  It means that nothing is 
lacking.  The idea is that of filling to the overflow.  It means to be so full as to be saturated and 
thus complete or perfect.   
 
John Gill has this to say concerning the passage before us: Paul is “asserting not what the 
saints shall be hereafter, or in heaven, but what they now are; not in themselves, for in 
themselves none are perfect, . . . but they are perfect in Christ their head, . . . they have it in 
him; and he is made perfect sanctification to them: and as to justification, he has perfectly 
fulfilled the law for them, he has made full atonement for sin, has obtained eternal 
redemption, brought in a complete and perfect righteousness, by which they are justified from 
all things; are freed from sin, and made perfectly comely, without spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing: and as to knowledge, though it is imperfect in them in their present state, yet in Christ 
all the treasures of it are, and they have no need to go elsewhere for any. . . .” 
 
Chapter one verse twenty-eight speaks of being incomplete and 2:10 speaks of being complete.  
The one refers to our perseverance and presentation and the other sees our preservation and 
position.  The interesting thing is that both use different Greek words.  Being incomplete in 
1:28 is the word telios whereas 2:10 uses the word plaroo.  Our incompleteness arises from our 
future glorification and the continued presence of our old nature and our completeness is seen 
in our standing with Christ. Interestingly enough Paul prays for us to be made complete in 
Ephesians 3:19 and 4:13. Our completeness is God’s attitude of us right now.  We must, by 
faith, reckon our position in Christ as so.  We will address this more in 2:20-3:4. 
 

B. Because of what He has – preeminence (vv. 10b-15) 
 
Jesus Christ is the head of/over all rule and authority.  This truth is seen in 1:16 as well.  
Everything created bows before their Creator.  He has power over those elements holding us 
in bondage and over those things being peddled by the false teachers. 
 

1. With the result that what you once were you no longer are (v. 11) 
 
His power is able to cut me/sever me from my old sinful nature.  In Jesus Christ all the 
demands of the Law have been fully addressed and filled, thus its demands on us have all 
equally been addressed and filled (2:11) since we have been married to Christ and are now in a 
“one flesh” union with Him (2:12; cf. Romans 7:1ff).   
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In the New Testament circumcision is used as a sign of the covenant (Rom. 2:25ff; 3:1).  Yet 
regeneration (i.e. new birth) is the circumcision of the heart (Rom. 2:29; 1 Cor. 7:19; Gal. 6:15; 
Philippians 3:3).  Abraham was justified before he was circumcised (Rom. 4:11, 12).  
Circumcision can be anti-Christ (Gal. 5:2). 
 
Some suggest the issue in Colossae is that of circumcision thus giving the heresy a distinct 
Judaic quality.  Paul assures his audience they were already circumcised and thus in no need 
of being “cut” again. 
 
“As a further description of the circumcision which the Colossians had already received the 
apostle continues: having been buried  . . .”8  
 

• by means of burial and resurrection (vv. 12, 13a) 
 
The provision made by God in our behalf is appropriated by faith in the working of God.  In 
the absence of faith God’s means are empty. 
 
I am alive because I am forgiven.  “The believing sinner’s identification with Christ in His 
death, broke the power of indwelling sin.  His identification with Him in His resurrection, 
resulted in the impartation of the divine nature. “9  
 
Kenneth Wuest notes, “It is only fair to the reader to say that the authorities the author is 
consulting, all see water baptism in this passage.”  Water baptism images a larger truth.  It 
visualizes in concrete acts the spiritual reality.  There is only one baptism of which water is the 
shadow. 
 

• by means of full and complete forgiveness (v. 13b) 
 
Their death by means of trespasses and sins has been forever overturned and in its place there 
is life. 
 
All that I once was now is gone.  I am separated from my in Adam position.  I am forgiven 
because everything that once stood between God and me has been nailed to the cross. 
 
The word forgiven is one of my favorites.  It is charizomai [aorist middle participle].  At its 
root is charis or grace.  It is a graphic word and is worthy of our attention. 
 

“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things?” ( Rom. 8:32). 
 
“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that 
we might know the things that are freely given to us of God” (1 Cor. 2:12). 
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“And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). 
 
“in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness [aphesis] of sins” (Col. 1:14). 
 
“And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses” (Col. 2:13). 
 
“Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye” (Col. 3:13). 

 
When God graced us by freely forgiving us of sin’s debt, it was not without cost.  Verses 14 
and 15 speak of the cost to forgive; if your forgiveness is partial and conditional, then so is 
your redemption and life.  Either what He did in blotting out and spoiling is more than 
enough or He worked in such a way as to make it partial and incomplete. 
 
Recently I had a young man from Singapore ask me questions concerning judicial forgiveness 
versus parental forgiveness as if God functioned with several different personalities.  This 
same dialogue exists as to the God of the Old Testament being mean and capricious and Jesus 
being kind and meek.  There is only one kind of forgiveness flowing from the cross.  There is 
only one kind of forgiveness enabling me to stand in Christ complete and blameless before the 
Father.  God’s forgiveness of you is full and final.  There is never a time when he looks upon 
you with displeasure or anger.  He will never place sin’s consequences on you.  It does not 
mean we are exempt from the intrinsic demerit of our sinful acts.  Yet, God has and continues 
to forgive you.  His forgiveness flows from grace not works. 
 
The manner in which God made you alive was by way of forgiveness, and the means of 
securing your forgiveness was through destroying all enemies and making of them a public 
spectacle. 
 

• by means of blotting out (v. 14) 
 
The word ‘took it away’ in the standard Greek dictionary (BAG) speaks of ‘by force, to 
destroy’.  The word ‘blotting out’ is given by BAG means ‘remove, destroy, to obliterate.’  The 
bill showing our debt, what we owe, has been cancelled, destroyed, obliterated.  Every rule 
and regulation that stood between God and man has been obliterated. 
 
The word was used for wiping out the memory of an experience, or for canceling a vote, 
annulling a law, or canceling a charge or debt.  It was also used for washing out the writing on 
a papyrus.”10   
 
“The law is frequently conceived by Paul with this wider reference, as a principle which has its 
chief representative in the Mosaic law, but the applications of which are much wider.”11   
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• by means of spoiling powers (v. 15) 
 

“To strip off, to put off as one puts off a garment.  Christ divested Himself at the cross of the 
evil power which had struggled with Him so strongly during His ministry in attempts to force 
Him to abandon the pathway of the cross.”12   
 

For us to act as if there is any personal or individual sin needing to be forgiven is contrary to, 
counter to this text.  Our problem is we allow ourselves to be controlled by our emotion and 
not the power of this text.  Truth will triumph over error.  God worked to set you free; you are 
free indeed. 
 

• In Jesus Christ, the consequence of death brought by the broken Law has been cancelled 
thus forgiven (2:13, 14).  Our sin debt has been fully met in Jesus Christ. 

• In Jesus Christ, those in opposition to the Seed Promise have been disarmed (2:15).  No 
one and nothing can stop God from fulfilling the promise (Gen. 3:15) and completing 
the picture (Gen. 3:21).  The armies of evil have been captured and confined.  His 
victory is ours. 

 

The standard Greek dictionary (BAGD) provide three renderings: 1) lead in a triumphal 
procession, 2) to hold to ridicule, and 3) lead or exhibit in a public procession “of the head and 
right hand of a slain enemy.” P. 363. 
 
Not only has the Law been defused, but the Devil has been disarmed.  The Devil delights in 
holding the people of God captive to the emotion of guilt.  Believers need to stop attempting to 
keep the Law.  To live in bondage to the Law is to accept the Devil’s deception.  As difficult as 
such instruction appears because it seems so “evangelical,” it is wrong.  Jesus plus nothing 
equals everything.  Everything minus Jesus equals nothing.   
 

Jesus Christ has power over philosophy and empty deceit (v. 8).  He has power over legal 
demands (vv. 14ff).  And He has power over asceticism and the worship of angels (vv. 18).  His 
victory is your victory.  As you struggle over all things temporal, let this singular truth 
stabilize your struggle, “In Him you have been made complete.”   
 

Notice the contrasting language of 2:8 with 2:15.  The warning is for you not to become 
someone else’s spoil of war, but rather live in the triumph of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ 
triumphs over His enemies.  “It pictures a victorious general leading his prisoners in a 
triumphal procession.  He displays as a victor displays his captives or trophies in a triumphal 
procession.”13   
 

“It was the familiar scene of a conqueror returning to Rome and leading the captured kings 
and warriors in chains in his triumphal processions.  This is what Christ did at the cross.”14   
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Stop placing yourself in the bondage of works righteousness either for justification or 

sanctification. 
2. Start seeing Jesus Christ as enough for all your emotional, spiritual, and physical needs. 
3. Live free. 
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